would take only a dozen or so qualified and dedicated educationists to theoretically reach across to thousands, even millions, of knowledge seekers.
The retention of e-learning is twice as high as that of traditional classroom instruction, at half the cost.
· In a country like India, e-Learning has the potential to transcend barriers like gender, religion and caste.
· E-Learning lends itself to easy repetition and, being a time-independent mode of learning, offers tailormade consumption modules.
· Since geographical barriers are erased, small towns in rural India can benefit from quality education being imparted from the metros and tier towns by the best of the teaching fraternity.
E-Learning Problems
In most of the developed nations, e-learning systems have been successfully launched and used over the past few years. But when we consider developing countries like India and particularly its rural areas, the picture is discouraging.
Some problems which reduce the reach of e-learning in rural areas include.
Literacy
The literacy rate in rural areas is poor, especially when compared to its urban area. Why is the literacy rate poor?
Reasons could include the following:
India has an agriculture-based economy since most of the population is involved in agricultural work and lives in a rural area. Often within a rural area, the entire family of a farmer can be involved in agricultural work, and, due to poverty, this may cause negligence in education.
Inadequate availability of educational facilities.
Lack of skills
The shortage of skilled people is a crucial problem. It was found that trained personnel are not interested in working in rural areas due to inadequate wages. They are interested in work at district level or metro cities.
Availability of technology and electricity:
Technical resources such as computers with latest configuration, network environment, projectors, multimedia · · devices, flash/zip drives, etc. internet and video conferencing facilities are essential for e-learning. In rural areas it is difficult to avail and use these resources due to transportation and financial problems. Electricity is essential for IT. Now-a-days, we face the problem of lack of electricity not only in rural areas but also in urban areas. This may affect the implementation of e-learning systems.
Finance
To employ and realize an e-learning system setup, large finances are required. It is very difficult for small organizations / trusts in rural areas to afford the finance for such work from government and non-governmental (GO & NGO) organizations.
E-Learning Strategies
A Government's strong support and full dedication can solve many of the problems. Total literacy has been a goal of government. The Union Cabinet cleared a proposal to amend the constitution to make education a fundamental right for children in the age group of six to fourteen years.
Government has proposed and launched 'Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan' (SSA-Education for all) to solve the problem of illiteracy. It is essential that such government proposals should be implemented strongly.
Some NGOs also apply their effort for education in rural areas. They should be encouraged and supported (Pawar, 2001 ). Plus, along with traditional education, policies should be developed and implemented for IT education.
The IT subjects should be incorporated in the curriculum at school level. Someone may find it difficult to oppose this, but it should not be forgotten that, "In the era of IT, the person who is not able to work with computers and who does not have its awareness is said to be illiterate".
Existing human resources should be developed and appropriate attitude should be fostered. There are some government and UGC schemes which provide funds for technological resources. Awareness of such schemes should be given to organizations in the rural areas.
Monitoring of such schemes is also necessary to avoid misuse and corruption.
The problem of shortage of electricity can also be solved by using non-conventional sources of energy such as solar energy and also by avoiding the load shedding during working hours. The use of generators, inverters, UPS can also be alternatives but it will require special finance and may not be considered as a permanent solution.
E-learning Key Issues
An awareness of the importance of e-learning is essential for economic survival in the 21st century, and in India there is still a long way to go. Successful solutions that achieve longevity will be those which not only deliver content but take account of other needs of learners as well (Pawar, 2001 Figure 2 shows an e-learning system. The figure is split into two parts: One is the e-learning system and the other is the learner who is interacting with the system. For e-learning courses, the following basic design criteria should be taken into consideration.
Accessibility: Contents must be rich with information without overstretching bandwidth.
Clarity: Clarity of language, information structure and visual representation are most important.
Efficiency: Presentation of the content must be precise and to the point.
Focus:
The aim should be to achieve depth of information without distracting the learner's focus or attention.
Consistency: Consistent interface design creates a sense of familiarity and comfort for the user. · Aggregate all of a student's production in one page.
· Bring a range of different search feeds together for easy viewing.
· Create a class site that aggregates whatever content feeds you are providing for students.
· Create a collaborative project site. Another benefit in collaborative work is the ability to view and mark up a master copy instead of sending documents as attachments through email. 
Current status of E-learning in India
As the world's second most populous nation, India also has the distinction of having the world's largest illiterate population. Total literacy has been a goal of many governments. To achieve this end, various active organizations and institutes in the country are trying to integrate e-learning into their teaching learning process.
Described here are two case examples which should provide a correct picture of the efforts taken towards enhancing the status of e-learning in India. of the total population of Gujarat (Table 2) .
Problems in e-Learning with the visually challenged
To implement e-learning, access to the information is a major concern. Yet for the visually impaired there is no access, as it is only accessible to a sighted person. Plus, the 
Strengths
The existing infrastructure in the school for the blind has a computer centre equipped with 5 systems. JAWS 4.5, plus Duxbury 7.0 software is installed in all the systems. A Braille press has also one computer and Braille embosser. This existing facility can be used to provide online learning to the visually impaired student.
As normal students obtain computer literacy from primary school onwards, this school for the blind may also utilize its computer centre to provide computer knowledge from the primary level to a higher level.
They are in the process of launching the EDUSAT program with the help of ISSRO and BPA -Ahmedabad. EDUSAT is the satellite which is exclusively used for the purpose of education. As per the agenda, there will be 20 receiving centers and four uplink centers. The educational programs will be broadcast from any of the uplink centers and will be attended by students at the receiving end. The students will be able to ask questions through telephone in real time.
Bhavnagar will be one of the uplink centers. This might be their first step towards e-learning.
Another This center teaches computer courses and prepares the student so that they can get jobs. Thus, if a school launches some new project, such as, a cyber café for the blind, the school may obtain foreign aid. Thus, with the establishment of a cyber café or by provision of internet access for the school, the students could have the benefit of visiting elibraries. Also, visually challenged students can go online for further and higher education. And, through e-learning, the learning process can be extended to the remote area.
Threats & Problems
Re-designing of courses for the blind suitable to new technology is difficult. It is important to enhance the attitude of the student towards learning. Challenges like collection of funds, training of the student and teacher might be faced. Thus, EDUSAT is one of the best efforts of the school towards e-learning so that schools may try to provide computer education to more students. And the school has to take steps to enhance awareness towards learning and e-learning.
Emerging dimensions of e-learning for the visually challenged
Below are a few of the emerging devices, and features that could be used in e-learning for the visually challenged:
Braille Translation Software
Converts the standard ASCII characters into Grade 2 Braille and also translates printed documents in Braille.
Text enlargement Software
Enlarges 
Revolutionizing e-learning status
The authors have discussed the implementation of elearning in India with the help of case studies. This study can further enhance its status with the help of the following method.
Mobile Learning
Also called m-learning, this represents an evolution of elearning to the almost ubiquitous mobile environment for laptop computers, cell phones, PDAs, iPods, and RFID (radio frequency identification) tags. Technologies like GPS and Bluetooth will also enable the adoption of m-learning.
It is an opportunity for people to learn any time, anywhere.
An executive heading to a meeting can brush up on his or her facts, and students can study for an upcoming test or access information needed for a research project.
Using mobile devices for learning is the logical next step for e-learning. It will require some new strategies-smaller chunks of information, shorter modules, efficient searching for learning objects and an orientation to performance support rather than information dumps.
Examples of m-learning include: nominated for an award, and is still seen as groundbreaking today.
Conclusion
Education in India is essential for everyone, especially if we are to produce an increase in the rate of literacy that will move the nation toward a higher standard of development. E-learning is a useful way to provide education to a wider populace. And considering India's vast rural areas, plus some of the problems and difficulties in implementing the e-learning system, we need to develop strategies to develop and implement e-learning.
Yet, before we implement an e-learning system, we need to understand its different components and their functions.
An operating policy should be developed to implement the functions and to maintain the quality of the system. Elearning can deliver many benefits to our nation, but only if learner-centered opportunities are developed that ensure it is an effective educational tool. This means giving learners a much greater choice in how their learning is delivered, enabling them to interact easily with teachers and providing access with appropriate levels of administrative, educational, and technical support. It means designing our systems in ways that best fit the circumstances and needs of our learners.
